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Staccato reports from the cultural typeface
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loS offer online opportunity to maximise the Paralympic
impact

With the Paralympics just a few months away and mindful of
the potential impact of a strong performance from British
swimmers in the Olympic pool, the Institute of Swimming (l0S)
has developed an online seminar designed to support the
inclusion of disabled people in swimming. The seminar is free
to access, takes one hour to complete and covers how to
recognise the ability rather than the disability, understand and
explain good practice, identify ways to communicate
effectively and identify ways to support the inclusion of
disabled people in swimming. The 10S told The Leisure
Review, “Now is the time to make sure your workforce is
clued up on swimming for those with disabilities and special
needs so they know exactly what your facility offers. As well
as access considerations, such as hoists, ramps and
dedicated changing areas, it's important to raise awareness
of any specific disabled sessions you may offer, what your
policy is for accessing learn-to-swim lessons and the option of
one-t- one lessons where appropriate.” TLR readers can
access the seminar without charge by registering with the 10S
site and then entering the voucher code CSO152GYJ5 at the
checkout.

* Find this oS seminar at www.theiosonline.com

Stevenage Leisure look to green leaves

Stevenage Leisure, which manages 19 sites on behalf of five
local authorities, is currently building a portfolio of evidence to
demonstrate how its environmental processes are managed.
The aim is to achieve BS8555, a framework that helps
organisations develop an environmental management system
and ultimately minimise their negative impact on the
environment. The organisation is looking to demonstrate all
the steps it has been able to take to reduce energy
consumption and the trust’s overall carbon footprint.
Achievement of BS8555 will be a stepping stone to achieve
the internationally recognised 1ISO14001 standard.

SRA stand behind DCMS following speculation

Media reports that the Department for Culture, Media and
Sport was being earmarked for abolition by the government
as part of a restructuring of Whitehall prompted the Sport and
Recreation Alliance to write to the culture secretary, Jeremy
Hunt, to ask him to clarify the situation. Coming before Hunt’s
career-threatening immersion in the fallout from the Leveson
enquiry, the reports suggested that the department will be
closed down following the Olympic and Paralympic games.
SRA chairman Andy Reed wrote: “For obvious reasons, the
Sport and Recreation Alliance would be set against moving
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RUN DROPS INTO OLYMPIC PARK: Monica
Bonvicini's  RUN, a 30-tonne, 9m-tall
installation of the word ‘run’ in aluminium and
glass, has been installed in the Olympic Park.
RUN is the final piece of the 26 artworks at
the park. Putting modesty to one side,
Bonvicini commented: “RUN is already
blending in perfectly in the landscape,
avoiding monumentality through the mirroring
of the surroundings. At night the psychedelic
light reflections will illuminate the work in an
exciting, elegant and witty way, reflecting the
great liveliness of London.”



responsibility for sports policy to a department where it was a
secondary concern or a tool to achieve a single, specific aim.
We firmly believe that given its proven effectiveness in
contributing to a wide range of public policy objectives — like
crime reduction, higher educational attainment and improved
social cohesion, for example — shoehorning sport into a
department where primacy lies elsewhere would do it, and the
nation, a great disservice. In order to nip this speculation in
the bud and to allow sport to concentrate on the Games and
this very exciting year for sport, it would be very helpful for the
Government to issue a timely, firm and public denial that
plans such as these exist.”

The English Prize: the contents of a captured ship

The Ashmolean’s spring exhibition provides a snapshot of the
late-18th-century Grand Tour by exploring the story of the
Westmorland, an armed merchant ship captured by two
French warships while sailing from Livorno to London in
January 1779. On board the Westmorland were artists,
aristocrats and dealers, all of whom were bringing home a
cargo of art, antiquities, books and luxury items. Declared a
prize of war, the cargo was acquired by King Carlos Ill of
Spain, who presented much of the art to the Real Academia
de Bellas Artes de San Fernando, Madrid. Other items were
eventually scattered across Spanish museums. The
Ashmolean’s exhibition, titted The English Prize after the
name of the inventory made by the Spanish cataloguers who
listed all the items when they arrived in Spain, has collected
140 objects from the Westmorland to offer an insight into the
Grand Tour and the nature of European cultural trade. The
exhibition opens to the public on 17 May and will transfer to
the Yale Center for British Art, New Haven from

4 October.

Sustainable Horley harvests Green Apple award

The Horley Leisure Centre has won a prestigious Green
Apple Award for its positive contribution to the built
environment and has also been short listed in the Institute of
Civil Engineers Engineering Excellence Awards. The centre,
which opened in January, is almost carbon-neutral in its
operation and has already received an ‘A’ energy rating. The
sustainability measures within its design include: a biomass
heating system using locally sourced wood chips to heat the
air and water; 105 roof-mounted photovoltaic panels; natural
light and ventilation systems; a UV disinfection system to
clean the pool water; and thermal pool covers which reduce
water heating costs by 30%. The building is largely
constructed from sustainable materials and 90% of the
demolition materials from the school buildings that previously
occupied the site. Waste wood products generated during
construction were also reclaimed or recycled.

Money for hiking

Outdoor clothing company North Face have launched a grant
fund designed “to inspire and enable the next generation of
explorers by funding non-profit organisations that are working
to re-connect children with nature”. The Explore Fund will
support organisations that encourage youth outdoor
participation, focusing primarily on creating more connections
of children to nature. They also suggest that this will increase
“access to both front and backcountry recreation”. Despite the
hyperbole, grants top out at €2,500.

Broadcast numbers broadcast for Rugby World Cup
Rugby World Cup Limited (RWCL) have only just announced
television figures for the 2011 tournament in New Zealand
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and are claiming a shift in the nature of the viewing
population. Last year's World Cup was watched by more
young people and females than any previous tournament,
with a total increase of 60% in hours viewed. This makes it
the most extensively broadcast tournament ever. Significantly,
they say “viewership among the five to 45 year age group
increased by 6% from France’s 2007 World Cup, while the
audience gender spilt narrowed with females accounting for
45%, up from 25% for the 1995 World Cup”. Bernard
Lapasset, chairman of event owner RWCL, put this down to
“our decision to fully embrace digital and social media
platforms to engage with new fans”.
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