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Symposium attracts leaders
Despite the depression in the sector caused by the

comprehensive spending review and its repercussions, the et
management team at The Leisure Review are looking private Event |l
forwards with confidence to the TLR symposium, scheduled

for Wadham College, Oxford on 31 March and 1 April, a
confidence based not on overwhelming numbers but on the
quality of the delegates who have booked. Jonathan lves,
TLR editor and chair of the organising committee, said: “The
people who have signed up are, by definition, those who can
see past the immediate situation and realise the importance
of meeting with other thought leaders in the sector in an
effort to shape a way forward. The unique selling point of the
symposium is the breadth of the industry represented on the
delegate list — from facility operators and arts development
through to heritage and sport — and the seniority of the
people who will be in the room.” Bookings are still being
taken using the form reached via the TLR events page.

Oxford: waiting for the

Wadham College,
symposium to arrive

UK Sport in the market for ideas

The annual search for inventions and innovations held by UK
Sport is up and running with awards on offer in the “new
researchers” category aimed at students and the “garage
innovators” prize for men and women inventing away in their
sheds, back rooms and, presumably, garages. To quote the
release, “ldeas4lnnovation is an award scheme aimed at
harnessing exceptional research concepts and proposals
which, given sufficient funding and support, could improve
British athletes’ performances”. Since 2008 a total of
£25,000 has been invested in bright ideas.

New Outcomes Framework for Culture and Sport

The final version of the Outcomes Framework for Culture
and Sport has been launched on the Local Government
Improvement and Development website. The web-based
guidance aims to provide ‘at a glance’ tools and supporting
evidence, along with step-by-step guides, to help leisure
professionals create their own local outcomes framework. It
is hoped that such frameworks will help culture and sport
service providers demonstrate the difference their service
makes to local people and communities, and the contribution
it makes to local non-cultural or sporting priorities and
outcomes. The piloting stage demonstrated that an
outcomes framework can help communicate to decision-
makers and service commissioners the value of culture and
sport to individuals, communities and places. It can also
strengthen collaborative working and partnerships, by
demonstrating to other organisations the benefits of working
with culture and sport providers. Full details of the Outcomes
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Framework for Culture and Sport can be found at
www.local.gov.uk/improvementanddevelopment and Martyn
Allison, national adviser for culture and sport at Local
Government Improvement and Development, will be happy
to answer any questions. He can be contacted via
martyn.allison@local.gov.uk

Hamlet calling

Hot on the heels of an invitation to speak at the APSE
seminar at Formby Golf Club on St Patrick’s Day, TLR’s
managing editor Mick Owen has been offered an even more
exotic gig, were that possible, delivering a keynote
presentation to the Danish Institute for Sports Studies’
conference — “Idreettens starste udfordringer - faciliteter,
forening og forretning” — in Vejen in May. For those not
blessed with the Danish, the theme translates as “The
biggest challenges of the sports movement — facilities,
voluntary sport clubs and commercial enterprises” and Owen
promises his usual mix of hard-hitting comment, salacious
gossip and soft-shoe shuffle to close.

GB Handball hit Loughborough

As part of their build-up to the London Olympics the Great
Britain men’s handball team are to take on Turkey and ltaly
at Loughborough University in March. The squad will train at
Loughborough between 7 and 12 March and play the
international matches on the Friday evening and Saturday
afternoon. The games will be a tough test for the squad, who
are the minnows of world handball. Entry to all the games is
just £2 on the door, while schools can get free tickets by
prior arrangement.

Alliance beano is London-bound

The Sport and Recreation Alliance has announced the date
of its 39th national conference. Snappily titled “The Coalition
Government: are sport and recreation in danger of being
relegated?”, the one-day event will take place on 4 May in
London’s fashionable St Paul’s district and will debate
“funding, localism and Big Society, and the Olympics and
Paralympics one year out”. The alliance’s Sport Club of the
Year Awards dinner will take place on the preceding evening
with prizes being dished out in a range of club- and
volunteer-related categories.

ISRM bouncing to oblivion

Despite putting up the ‘closing down’ signs, the Institute of
Swimming and Recreation Management (ISRM) is clearly full
of bounce with a recent newsletter announcing the name of
their replacement (it's the Institute for the Management of
Sport and Physical Activity if you missed it) and a raft of
other news, including “the Transitional Board [of IMSPA] is
now seeking 2 new trustees. And there are new member
benefits — 4 new CPD online courses plus a timely
information note on seasonal influenza”. Our advice is try not
to get it; influenza that is, not the ISRM newsletter.

Harp ye back

Covent Garden pub The Harp has been awarded CAMRA’s
ultimate accolade and been named the campaign’s national
Pub of the Year. The Harp is the first London winner of the
prestigious title and its owner, vaunted real ale pioneer
Bridget Walsh, was justifiably proud of her achievement. “We
are delighted to be named CAMRA's National Pub of the
Year”, she said. “We pride ourselves on the range and
quality of our real ale and to be London's first ever National
Pub of the Year is a real honour.” As a mark of our
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commitment to the aims of the campaign for real ale, all
members of The Leisure Review’s editorial team are
expected to join the campaign and to assiduously support
their work by enjoying — responsibly, of course — real ales
and real pubs. Tower

Hamlet tonic from GLL

The London Borough of Tower Hamlets has launched a
scheme to encourage residents to get active and stay
healthy in partnership with facility operators GLL and the
local NHS. Jump Start is a physical activity referral scheme
(PARS) centring on GLL-run Whitechapel Leisure Centre
which will see local health professionals refer patients with
existing health conditions, such as coronary heart disease,
stroke and asthma, as well as those at risk of developing
health conditions, to attend tailor-made, low-cost, personal
exercise programmes, including circuit training, aqua
classes, healthy walks and gym-based sessions. Jamie
Ross, acting corporate health manager for the Greenwich-
based social enterprise, said: "GLL is experienced at
providing similar programmes in other London boroughs and
is very excited by this opportunity to provide the service in
Tower Hamlets. We have helped many people to improve
their health by participating in a physical activity
programme.”

World squash number one at Canary Wharf

Current squash world champion, Nick Matthew of Sheffield,
will take to the court at the international ISS Canary Wharf
Classic this month as he bids for back-to-back victories at
the prestigious London event. Aged 29, Mathew is in the
form of his life and is leading the British challenge on the
world circuit where he is one of six Britons in the current
men’s world top 20. The tournament will take place from 21-
25 March on the spectacular glass show court at East
Wintergarden, Canary Wharf.
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