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Farrant adds clarity on consultancy collapse

With rumours circulating about the financial future of recently
conjoined consultancies PMP and Genesis, The Leisure
Review sought clarification from the former’s chief executive
Graham Farrant. He told us exclusively that: “In 2009 PMP
Consultancy Ltd and Genesis Consulting Ltd merged their
operations into a group shareholding structure to form
Pmpgenesis. Due to banking and contractual requirements
separate legal structures were maintained for each company
to operate separately. This provided the potential to build a
combined business from the strength of two long-standing
brands, well known to the market for the quality of their people,
products and services, with the Pmpgenesis brand being
developed into the market over time. Each company continued
to trade as a separate legal entity.” But all was not well with
the Scottish half of the dream team. Farrant continued: “Due to
the ongoing recession and the downturn in the public sector
and business markets, the company arrangements were not
sustainable and in February the Genesis directors took the
decision to wind up Genesis Consulting Ltd as a separate
trading company and focus future trading activities through
Pmpgenesis.” Which would explain why former Genesis boss
Alistair Gray is on the new brand’s website while many of his
former colleagues are seeking work elsewhere. Finally, to
avoid any confusion, Farrant reassured the industry that
“Pmpgenesis, PMP Consultancy Ltd, and its major events
division, PMPlegacy, will continue providing strategy,
innovation, planning and organisational development expertise
to their public and private sector clients. They will continue to
work on major projects such as the FA’s bid for the World Cup
in 2018 and with many major public and private partners
across the, sport, leisure and business markets.”

That’s radical, man

The Working Class Movement Library in Salford is
commemorating its founders Edmund and Ruth Frow with a
lecture, poetry and music on 1 May at the Old Fire Station,
Crescent, Salford. Between 1837 and 1852 the leading
Chartist newspaper The Northern Star published over 1,000
poems by more than 350 poets, most of whom were ordinary
working class people, and a selection of these will be read by
Maxine Peake of Shameless, Dinnerladies, Early Doors and
much, much more. Not only is it free but they’ll give you a cup
of tea into the bargain. Hasta la revolucion!

Rugby League boys and girls get military mental strength
England Rugby League (not Great Britain note) have joined
forces with the Royal Marines to promote leadership and
mental strength among players involved at every level of the

www.theleisurereview.co.uk

BATTERSEA POWER STATION OPENS
AS AN EVENTS VENUE:

While the seemingly endless arguments over
planning, finance and whose fault it all was,
the once-beautiful but now dangerously (and
deliberately) dilapidated Battersea Power
Station has reopened with the help of a
marquee. A new marquee venue within the
power station’s original boiler house opened
for business, providing a 1,300 sq ft space
that can hold 700 guests for dinner and up to
1,000 guests for a reception. The marquee
also features a ten-metre clear roof, allowing
views of Gilbert Scott’s celebrated structure.
Capita Symonds have been working with
Industri Management on safety plans, risk
assessments and acoustic services for the
site.
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national teams structure. The partnership was launched on St
George’s Day when representatives from the various England
squads met Royal Marine personnel, climbed a wall, played
with a big gun and went on a boat trip round the harbour. The
Royal Marines, who have forged successful partnerships in
recent years with the Rugby Football Union and the
Cambridge University rowing team, now hope to propel
England RL to the next level in time for the 2013 World Cup
which is to be held in the UK. Lt Col Matt Jackson said, “Our
strategic partnership will maximise the potential recruiting
angle for both organisations, with particular emphasis for us on
recruiting young Royal Marine officers”, while England prop
Eorl Crabtree — famously nephew to Shirley ‘Big Daddy’
Crabtree — reckoned, “Hopefully this partnership will give us
something different. It's something we really haven’t done
before is the mental toughness side of it.” Quite.

Workers play time at Sutcliffe’s

Sutcliffe Play has become the UK’s first and only employee-
owned playground equipment manufacturer. Chairman Robin
Sutcliffe, who is selling ownership of the company to its
employees, said, “Employee ownership has been a dream for
almost 50 years. From the day | joined the family business my
ultimate aim was to one day hand the reins of our business to
its employees.” Managing director Viv Jebson is confident that
the company will continue to thrive under the ownership of its
employees: “At a time when UK manufacturing industry has
suffered we have continually performed above target and we
are looking forward to continued growth in the knowledge that
the future of the company is in our own hands.”

Group dynamics: health, sport and the role of teamwork
The Tavistock and Portman NHS Trust is promoting a one-day
seminar titled Me, My Team and | which promises to
investigate “group dynamics at play in the world of sport and in
the workplace”. Aimed at “anyone who talks and thinks about
sport in the workplace (and those who have to listen!)”, the 11
June event boasts speakers Mike Brearley on leadership and
BBC journalist Rob Nothman on “the team ethic — and why it
can become a good walk spoiled”. If the event is half as good
as the flyer — which includes the workshop descriptor “Thierry
Henry may be the king, but the new prince has arrived. Henry
and Reyes: envy, rivalry, inductions, inclusion and exclusion of
new staff in the workplace” — the day will be well worth the
£150 being asked.

STA puts the RFU online

A new online training service is to be launched by the
Swimming Teachers’ Association (STA). The Rugby Football
Union (RFU), until now not generally noted for its prowess in
the pool, is to be among the first organisations to make use of
the new system. The STA Training Portal will provide online
access to a range of the STA’s teaching and qualifications.
Under the arrangements with the RFU rugby coaches to be
able to complete the non-practical elements of the STA'’s
rugby-specific first aid qualification online via the portal.

News in briefer

This summer the National Gallery will host Acts of Mercy, the
first exhibition of works by Cayley Robinson to be shown in the
UK for 30 years; they will also be staging Close Examination:
Fakes, Mistakes and Discoveries which will celebrate the
remarkable collaboration of scientists, conservators and art
historians at the National Gallery. The ETU European
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Taekwondo Championships are in St Petersburg from 12 to 15
May. Barnsley Premier Leisure has renewed its agreement to
offer and deliver the Swimming Teachers’ Association’s full
range of swimming teaching, first aid and pool plant
qualifications, as well as using the STA'’s International Learn to
Swim Programme. Pendle Leisure Centre in Colne,
Lancashire has refurbished its gym and upgraded its
equipment to offer a range of unique kit from Physique. The
Conservation Foundation has launched its London Green
Corners Awards to find the beautiful, unusual, unexpected,
inspirational, gorgeous, delicious and witty green corners. The
Smart Card Networking Forum reckons that many local
authorities are failing to use their card schemes to provide an
integrated service to their local communities. Alex Fergusson,
the MSP for Galloway and Upper Nithsdale has been
appointed the Honorary President of STA Scotland. Leisure
Industry Week 2010 will be taking place from the 21-23
September at the NEC Birmingham.

2012 and all that

Over one million people have registered for Olympic and
Paralympic tickets, with 96% of registrations from the UK.
LOCOG and UK Anti-Doping have signed a memorandum of
understanding about how the doping control programme will
be delivered at London 2012. Gymnova has become a tier 3
sponsor of London 2012, the 28th domestic sponsor overall
and will provide all the equipment needed for the Gymnastics
events at London 2012. The three concrete pools in the
aquatics centre are being tested with over 10 million litres of
water before being sealed and lined with 180,000 tiles.
LOCOG has launched its official online shop at
www.london2012.com/shop.

Who’s whom can now be found on the new People Page.
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